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UPCOMING DATES/EVENTS  

 Nov 9 Picture Order Deadline 

 Nov 15 Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Collec-

tion ends 

 Nov 22 & 23 OWC CLOSED 

 Dec 7 5-9pm Pajama Party 

 Dec 11 6:30pm Preschool Christmas Program for 

Jungle, Rainforest, Tropics and Arctic classrooms 

 Dec 12 6:30pm Preschool Christmas Program for 

Lagoon, Grasslands and Ocean classrooms 

 Dec 24-26 OWC CLOSED 

 Dec 31 and Jan 1 OWC CLOSED 

BIBLE LESSON THIS WEEK: Gideon 

Wins the Battle; God Gives Us Confidence to Trust 
His Plans, Judges 7  
 
God’s chosen people, the Israelites, were in trouble. 
The Midianites were being mean to the Israelites. God 
asked a man named Gideon to lead the Israelite peo-
ple to stop the Midianites. Gideon didn’t really want to 
lead the Israelites. Maybe Gideon felt scared or not 
strong enough or not smart enough. Even though Gide-
on might have felt scared, he knew God wanted him 
to lead the Israelite army. Gideon trusted God and 
knew that God would give him the strength he need-
ed. So Gideon gathered together an army of people, 
but God told Gideon that his army was too big and to 
send those who were scared home. But then, God told 
Gideon that his army was still too big! God wanted all 
of the people of Israel to know that it wasn’t their 
strength that saved them from the Midianites but that 
it was God who saved them. Gideon led the army to a 
river to drink. Some people knelt down to drink, those 
people were sent home. The men who drank the wa-
ter with their hands stayed with Gideon. Now the army 
was just the right size for God. Gideon was still scared, 
now his army was so small compared to the mean 
Midianite army. Each of the men in Gideon’s army car-
ried a trumpet and a torch. Nobody in the army had 
any weapons or swords. The army snuck up on the 
Midianites during the middle of the night. At just the 
right time, Gideon blew his trumpet. Then all of his 
men blew their trumpets and broke their torches. They 
all shouted, “For the Lord and for Gideon!” The Midian-
ites were so scared and surprised that they all ran 
away. God helped Gideon and his army defeat the 
mean Midianites. God wanted Gideon to be his helper 
even though Gideon was scared.  
 
Sometimes, the work that God calls us to do is over-
whelming, intimidating, and even downright scary, but 
God will always give us the tools and strength we 
need to complete the task. Remember that God has 
already given you the victory over sin, death, and the 
devil. In the most improbable way, by dying on a cross, 
Jesus defeated sin’s power forever.  

OPERATION CHRISTMAS 
CHILD 

 

WHAT: OCC is a mission of Samar-
itan’s Purse to provide shoeboxes 
around the world filled with small 
toys, hygiene items, and school 
supplies as a means of reaching 
out to children with the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
They ship these simple gifts outside the United States 
to children affected by war, poverty, natural disaster, 
famine, and disease; and to children living on Native 
American reservations in the U.S and provide them 
with booklets in their own language to tell them how 
much Jesus loves them.  
 
WHEN: Now through Nov 15 bring in your shoe-boxes to 
Our World’s lobby.  
 
WHO: anyone who wants to help spread joy and the 
love of Jesus Christ to children around the world!  
 

Help OWC reach our goal of 200 
Boxes!  

 
Visit samaritanspurse.org & click on Operation 

Christmas Child for more info. 



JOIN US SUNDAY MORNINGS 
 
We’d love to have you join us for worship Sunday morn-
ings at St. Mark Lutheran Church!  
 
SMLC offers different styles of worship for your family. 
 
*9:30 in the Sanctuary we have a more traditional style 
of service.  . 
 
*11:00 in the Ministry Center we have a contemporary 
service with our praise band.   
 
Children’s Sunday School is available during both ser-
vices. Nursery is also available during the 9:30 & 11:00 
services for children younger than 3yrs in our Meadow 
classroom. 
 
Between services join everyone in the café behind the 
sanctuary for baked goods, healthy treats, coffee, and 
catching up with friends both new and old.  We hope 
you will join us!  

 
Want to learn more about us?   

Check us out at stmarkbattlecreek.org 
 

SICK POLICY REMINDER 
 
Parents and staff of Our World for Children work 
together to reduce the spread of illnesses.  We 
want to protect your child’s health.  Please be con-
cerned not only for your child’s health but also con-
siderate of peers and staff.  If your child has been 
exposed to a Communicable Illness, notes will be 
sent via Tadpoles app informing you of the illness. 
 
Symptoms: please do not send your child to Our 
World if any of the following are present or have 
been present in the past 24 hours: 
 
  
 Fever (100˚ or above) 

 Unknown rash 

 Continual thick, yellow-green nasal discharge 

 Persistent cough 

 Sore throat  

 Diarrhea– two or more episodes 

 Pink eyes- matting and discharge 

 Vomiting 

 Earache and/or discharge 

 Head lice 

 Chickenpox or Measles 

 Impetigo (doctor’s written permission for inclu-

sion) 

 Strep Throat 

 

If any of the above listed symptoms occur during 
the school day, parents will be called immediately 
to pick up their child and an Incident Report will be 
sent via Tadpoles.   
 
If a child is sent home with symptoms, they may 
not return for a MINIMUM OF 24 HOURS without a 
doctor’s written permission for inclusion!   
 
Staff and Volunteers of the center follow the same 
guidelines as outlined for children regarding illness-
es and symptoms. 

FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES 
Tell your family and friends near and far about these 

easy opportunities to help us too! 

 
BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION 
Box Tops for Education is an easy way to receive FREE 
MONEY for Our World for Children!  Each Box Top col-
lected earns money which we can use towards new 
equipment for our classrooms and center. Just clip the 
Official Coupon and drop them at the front desk. 
 

FAMILY FARE & SPARTAN STORE RECEIPTS Direct 
Your Dollars is a receipt-based program, meaning that 
we can raise money simply by doing something we all 
do each week –going to the grocery store.  All you need 
to do is turn in your Family Fare or Spartan store re-
ceipts at the front desk and we can redeem them for a 
$1,000 check when we’ve collected enough receipts.   


