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IN CHAPEL THIS WEEK:  The Tabernacle is Built; God’s People Worship in 

God’s House; Exodus 35-36 

This week we are learning about a special house the Israelites built for God called the tabernac-

le. God knew the Israelites needed something they could see to remind them of Him, the one 

true God. So He gave the people a plan to build a place for Him to live in. Since the people lived 

in tents & moved from place to place, God said the tabernacle would be a tent like building. 

God’s house had three special areas.  

First, there was the outer courtyard, which was like an open yard around the tabernacle, like your 

front yard & backyard. Inside this courtyard was a large water basin. A water basin looks kind of 

like a small round pool, but wasn’t for playing in. It was only for the priests to wash in & get clean 

before going into God’s house. Also in the courtyard was the altar of burnt offerings. The altar 

looked almost like a table, and this is where they would burn things. It was huge (even bigger 

than a fire pit). The priests would burn sacrifices so everyone’s sins would be forgiven. 

Next, there was an area called the Holy Place. Inside the Holy Place was a golden lampstand.                                 

When you put oil in the lampstand, it lit up like candles.  Also inside the Holy Place was the gold-

en altar of incense. This was like a table where the incense was burned. The incense smelled 

sweet & filled the room. As the incense burned, God’s people would pray. Their voices would rise 

up to heaven as the smoke lifted up. Also inside the Holy Place was a table with bread on it, simi-

lar to you having a dining room table. Jesus is the bread of life (John 6:35). He gives us the food 

we need not only for our bodies, but also for our hearts. 

The last area was the Most Holy Place. There was a very thick curtain, which kept this room 

apart. Only the high priest could go in this area. In here was the ark of the covenant. On top of it 

were two beautiful gold angels. This is where God was. 

Worshipping with little children in tow can be an intimidating experience for both parent & child. 

But we know that worship is for children of all ages. Jesus lovingly beckons, “Let the little chil-

dren come to Me” (Matthew 19:14). This week we see how God comes to us. He wants to be with 

us!  Today, there are many gods that vie for our time, but none are real & true like God. None 

can satisfy our emptiness and longings like God, for God gives us what we need in worship. He is 

present in His word, & in the Sacraments, sharing with us the gifts of forgiveness, life, & salvation. 

UPCOMING DATES/EVENTS 

 Nov 17 Deadline for Operation Christmas 

Child Shoeboxes (more info on next page) 

 Nov 23 & 24 OWC CLOSED for Thanksgiving 

 Nov 29 6-7:30pm Family Christmas Event 

SMLC (more info on next page) 

 Dec 1 Pajama Party 

 Dec 12 Preschool Christmas Program: Rain-
forest, Ocean, Tropics 

 Dec 13 Preschool Christmas Program: Jun-
gle, Lagoon, Arctic, Grasslands 

 Dec 20 6:30pm Carols by Candlelight SMLC 
Event 

 Dec 25 Christmas Eve Services at 9:30am, 
3:00pm, 5:00pm, 7:00pm, 11:00pm 

 Dec 25-27 OWC CLOSED for Christmas 

 Jan 1 & 2 OWC CLOSED for New Years 



FAMILY CHRISTMAS EVENT 

 

On Wednesday, November 29th everyone is wel-

come to join us for dinner & a Christmas craft! 

Take home a kit to make your own Advent calendar 

for your family to experience Christ every day in the 

month of December. 

We hope you will join us for this new event de-

signed to be a simple addition to your family’s holi-

day celebration. It is free and very flexible! Come 

when you can and leave when you need to! 

For more information contact Beth at  

bstephens@stmarkbattlecreek.org or call 269-964-

0401 ext. 255 

JOIN US SUNDAY MORNINGS 
 
We hope you and your family will join us for worship 
Sunday mornings at St. Mark Lutheran Church. SMLC 
offers two different styles of worship for your family. 
 
9:30 in the Sanctuary we have a more traditional 
style of service.  Children 3 yrs.– 4th grade can par-
ticipate in Sunday School down the OWC wing.  For 
children younger than 3yrs. we have nursery care 
available in our Meadow classroom. 
 
11:00 in the Ministry Center we have a contemporary 
service with our praise band. Children 3yrs.- 4th 
grade are welcome to join their families in service 
for a little while and then are released to go to Chil-
dren’s Church.  Nursery is available during the entire 
service for children younger than 3yrs. in our Mead-
ow classroom. 
 
Between services join everyone in the café behind 
the sanctuary for baked goods, healthy treats, cof-
fee, and catching up with friends both new and old. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD (OCC) 
 
 WHAT: OCC is a mission of Samaritan’s Purse to 

provide shoeboxes around the world filled with 
small toys, hygiene items, and school supplies 
as a means of reaching out to children with the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. They ship these sim-
ple gifts outside the United States to children 
affected by war, poverty, natural disaster, fam-
ine, and disease; and to children living on Native 
American reservations in the U.S and provide 
them with booklets in their own language to tell 
them how much Jesus loves them. 

 
 WHEN: Now through Nov 17 bring in your shoe-

boxes to Our World’s lobby. 
 
 WHO: anyone who wants to help spread joy and 

the love of Jesus Christ to children around the 
world! 

 
 HOW YOU CAN HELP: 

1. Your family decides to fill a box for a boy or 
a girl, and which age you’d like your box to 
go to.  Consider filling more than one box. 

2. Fill the box with a “wow item” (stuffed ani-
mal, ball, larger toy, outfit, etc.), continue 
filling the box with school supplies, hygiene 
items, toys, art supplies 

3. Include a $9 donation to help cover the 
shipping cost. If you pay online you can 
even track your shoebox to see what coun-
try receives it. 

4. PRAY! Pray for the child who will be receiv-
ing your box 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Help OWC & SMLC reach our 
goal of 300 Boxes! 


