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IN CHAPEL THIS WEEK:  David the Singing Shepherd; God’s Presence Gives us 

Peace, 1 Samuel 16; Psalm 23 

A long time ago there lived a shepherd boy named David. A shepherd takes care of sheep, often hundreds 

of them.  Every day shepherds feed their sheep, walk with them, and make sure they have water to drink.  

Sometimes sheep make bad choices and don’t always know how to get back to their sheep pen at the end 

of the day. Some sheep wander off and go the wrong way– they might get lost in the woods or slip into a 

river or fall into a crack in mountainous rocks. When the sheep get into trouble the shepherd will help his 

sheep. The shepherds, like David, would use his walking stick or his shepherd’s crook to help rescue these 

sheep from dangerous places and steer them back toward safety. 

We all have a shepherd too. Jesus is our Good Shepherd (John 10:14). We know that even though we “make 

bad choices” and “wander off and go the wrong way” God is always with us, and we are marked as His own 

children and heirs through Jesus’ blood. Here on earth and in our heavenly home, God is with us, His forgiv-

en children.  To learn more about David, the singing shepherd please read 1 Samuel 16 and Psalm 23 

UPCOMING DATES/EVENTS 

 MONDAY Deadline for Operation Christmas Child 

Shoeboxes (more info below) 

 Nov 23 & 24 OWC CLOSED for Thanksgiving 

 Nov 29 6-7:30pm Family Christmas Event SMLC 

(more info on next page) 

 Dec 1 5-9pm Pajama Party 

 Dec 12 6:30pm Preschool Christmas Program: 
Rainforest, Ocean, Tropics 

 Dec 13 6:30pm Preschool Christmas Program: 
Jungle, Lagoon, Arctic, Grasslands 

 Dec 20 6:30pm Carols by Candlelight SMLC Event 

 Dec 24 Christmas Eve Services at 9:30am, 
3:00pm, 5:00pm, 7:00pm, 11:00pm 

 Dec 25-27 OWC CLOSED for Christmas 

 Jan 1 & 2 OWC CLOSED for New Years 

 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD (OCC) DEADLINE IS MONDAY  

Help OWC & SMLC reach our goal of 300 boxes!  
 

1. Your family decides to fill a box for a boy or a girl, and which age you’d like your 

box to go to.  Consider filling more than one box. 
2. Fill the box with a “wow item” (stuffed animal, ball, larger toy, outfit, etc.), contin-

ue filling the box with school supplies, hygiene items, toys, art supplies 
3. Include a $9 donation to help cover the shipping cost. If you pay online you can 

even track your shoebox to see what country receives it. 
4. PRAY! Pray for the child who will be receiving your box 



ST. MARK SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

Family Christmas Event 

Wed, Nov 29 6-7:30pm everyone is welcome to join 

us for dinner & a Christmas craft! Take home a kit to 

make your own Advent calendar for your family to 

experience Christ every day in the month of Decem-

ber. 

We hope you will join us for this new event de-

signed to be a simple addition to your family’s holi-

day celebration. It is free and very flexible! Come 

when you can and leave when you need to! 

For more information contact Beth at  

bstephens@stmarkbattlecreek.org or call 269-964-

0401 ext. 255 

 

Carols by Candlelight 

Wed, Dec 20 6:30pm join us for a night of faith, fun, 

& fellowship as we sing Christmas carols and share 

desserts.  

ST. MARK WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
We hope you will join us for worship Sunday morn-
ings at 9:30 in the Sanctuary or 11:00 in the Ministry 
Center. During services, we have nursery care & chil-
dren’s ministry to help your children experience his 
or her faith in age-appropriate ways. 
 
Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
Wednesday, Nov 22 at 6:30pm join us in the Sanctu-
ary, followed with a variety of pies in the café area. 
 
Christmas Eve Worship 
Sunday, Dec 24 at 9:30 am will be Carol’s & Com-
munion.  At 3:00, 5:00, 7:00 & 11:00pm we will have 
Candlelight Services.  All services will be held in the 
Sanctuary and we will have nursery care available 
for children under 3 yrs. old in all services except 
11:00. 

PAJAMA PARTY 
FRI, DEC 1 5-9PM 

 
Bring your children to OWC to celebrate the magic 
of Christmas with us at our annual pajama party 
while parents enjoy an evening off. 
 
Get ready for a cozy story time with a pizza dinner, 
crafts, games, and the showing of the Polar Express.  
 
OWC children and their older siblings up to 10yrs. 
old are invited to attend this fundraising event.  The 
cost is only $15/1 child, $25/2 children, $35/3 or 
more children. 
 
Sign up and pay at the front desk by Tues, Nov 28. 
 
 

PRESCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS 
 
Our Preschool Christmas Programs are quickly ap-
proaching and the children have been busy practic-
ing! 
 
Programs will be at 6:30pm in the sanctuary.  Please 
plan on bringing your child to their classroom no ear-
lier than 6:10 and then find seats. Children will enter 
and exit the sanctuary with their teachers.  After the 
performance, please go to their classroom to pick 
them up.   
 
Childcare will be available for younger siblings dur-
ing the show. You must sign them up in advance so 
we can plan staff accordingly, we will have sign up 
sheets out in a few weeks. 
  
Tues, Dec 12 Rainforest, Ocean & Tropics classes  
  
Wed, Dec 13 Jungle, Lagoon, Grasslands & Arctic 
classes  



SCHOOL CLOSINGS 
 
With winter upon us, we would like to 
remind you of how you will be made 
aware of School closing information. We 
will make every effort to remain open.   
 
We will notify of school closings as early 
as possible via: 
 
 Tadpoles text 
 Our private Facebook page, Our 

World for Children of St. Mark.   
 Remind texts: send a text to 81010 

with the message @ourwor  to sign 
up for free          

 Newschannel 3: wwmt.com 
 
 

WINTER CLOTHES & TEMPS 
 
Please send in winter clothes (snow 
pants, boots, mittens, hat) for your child 
and make sure they are all labeled with 
names or initials.  It’s very easy for 
items to be mixed up if they aren’t la-
beled.  Thank you! 
 
Preschoolers will go outside twice daily 
if the temp is above 15.  Toddlers will go 
outside twice daily if the temp is above 
25. 
 
On those days it’s too cold to get out-
side, the children play in the multi-
purpose room to run and play. 

SICK POLICY REMINDER 
 

Parents and staff of Our World for Children work to-
gether to reduce the spread of illnesses.  We want to 
protect your child’s health.  Please be concerned not 
only for your child’s health but also considerate of 
peers and staff.  If your child has been exposed to a 
Communicable Illness, notes will be sent via Tadpoles 
app informing you of the illness. 
 
Symptoms: please do not send your child to Our 
World if any of the following are present or have 
been present in the past 24 hours: 
 
  
 Fever (100˚ or above) 

 Unknown rash 

 Continual thick, yellow-green nasal discharge 

 Persistent cough 

 Sore throat  

 Diarrhea 

 Pink eyes- matting and discharge 

 Vomiting 

 Earache and/or discharge 

 Head lice 

 Chickenpox or Measles 

 Impetigo (doctor’s written permission for inclusion) 

 Strep Throat 

 

If any of the above listed symptoms occur during the 
school day, parents will be called immediately to pick 
up their child and an Incident Report will be sent via 
Tadpoles.   
 
If a child is sent home with symptoms, they may not 
return for a MINIMUM OF 24 HOURS without a doctor’s 
written permission for inclusion!   
 
Staff and Volunteers of the center follow the same 
guidelines as outlined for children regarding illnesses 
and symptoms. 



EARN $$ OFF YOUR TUITION AND GET 
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING DONE WITH 

SCRIP   
 

What is SCRIP?  Ordering gift cards from a list of 
hundreds of participating retailers at face value 
(i.e. WalMart, Meijer, Buffalo Wild Wings, Bob Ev-
ans, Panera, & hundreds more).  These retailers 
sell OWC the gift cards at a discounted rate.  Each 
retailer sets their own percentage discount.  
 
OWC will pass half of that percentage to you to-
wards tuition. 
 
To see the full list of participating stores and res-
taurants visit:  
https://www.shopwithscrip.com/featured-scrip-
retailers 
 
How to order  Register on-line at shop-
withscrip.com.  Our enrollment code is 
2259L3CC8L42. Fill out an online order form, and 
pay at the front desk with your check made out to 
St. Mark.  Or you can place your order directly to 
the front desk along with your payment. 
 
Orders received by noon on Tuesday, are deliv-
ered by Thursday afternoon. 
 
We also have a stock of popular gift cards that can 
be purchased right away.  Stop at the front desk 
to see what cards are in stock! 

SAVE YOUR FAMILY FARE & SPARTAN STORE RECEIPTS!  
 
Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-based program, meaning that we can raise money simply by doing 
something we all do each week – going to the grocery store.  
 
Every time you shop at your local Family Fare or Spartan store, save your receipts – & encourage 
your friends and family to do the same. Once we’ve collected $150,000 in receipts from these 
stores, we can turn those slips of paper into a $1,000 check for Our World for Children! 
 
To reach our goal of $150,000 in receipts, we’ll be collecting eligible receipts at the front desk. 
 
Please make sure you drop off the original receipt – that’s all we need to do to earn our $1,000 
check. 

BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION 
 
Box Tops for Education is an easy way to 
receive FREE MONEY for Our World for Chil-
dren!  Each Box Top collected earns money 
which we can use towards new equipment 
for our classrooms and center 
 
Each Box Top is worth 10¢ and they add up 
quickly!  Last year alone we raised over 
$800.00!! 
  
Just clip the Official Coupon and drop them 
off at the front desk. 


